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In this paper, a novel multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) transmission scheme called trellis coded
quadrature spatial modulation (TC-QSM), is proposed. In the proposed scheme, trellis coded modulation
(TCM) principle is applied to the emerging quadrature spatial modulation (QSM) scheme, and a trellis
encoder and a QSM mapper are jointly designed to benefit from both coding and multiplexing gains. At
the receiver side, a soft-decision Viterbi decoder is used along with a QSM decoder to obtain the optimum
error performance. Considering our design criterion, TC-QSM schemes are designed for different number
of trellis states, transmit antennas and spectral efficiencies. The pairwise error probability (PEP) of the
TC-QSM scheme is derived over quasi-static Nakagami-m, Rician and Rayleigh fading channels and an
upper bound on the average bit error probability (BEP) is obtained. Through comprehensive Monte Carlo
simulations, the effect of signal and spatial bits on uncoded and trellis coded SM and QSM schemes over
Nakagami-m and Rician fading channels are investigated for different fading parameters. Moreover, the
error performance of the TC-QSM and SM with trellis coding (SM-TC) schemes are compared for different
spectral efficiency values, where it is revealed that the proposed TC-QSM scheme provides an interesting
trade-off between performance and implementation cost, and achieves an improved error performance
over reference schemes including SM, QSM and SM-TC.

© 2018 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Spatial modulation (SM) technique has created a new dimen-
sion for multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) communication
technology. In the SM transmission technique, unlike traditional
MIMO systems [ 1], only one of the available transmit antennas is
activated and a data symbol selected from M-ary phase shift keying
or quadrature amplitude modulation (M-PSK/QAM) constellations
is transmitted through this active antenna while the remaining
transmit antennas are kept inactive [2]. Since only one transmit
antenna is active at any particular time instant in SM, interchan-
nel interference (ICI) is entirely avoided at the receiver side. Its
attractive advantages, such as low complexity and high energy
efficiency, make SM an alternative to the traditional MIMO sys-
tems [3], and this has led researchers to design various SM-based
MIMO transmission methods in the past few years. Among many
SM-based schemes, two popular forms of SM are space-shift keying
(SSK) [4] and generalized SM (GSM) [5]. In the SSK modulation
technique, the information is transmitted only through antenna
indices. In the GSM scheme, the SM transmission technique is
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generalized for multiple active antennas in order to improve the
spectral efficiency of the classical SM scheme and facilitate the use
of arbitrary number of transmit antennas.

SM-based transmission systems enable low-cost and energy-
efficient hardware implementation. In [6], for the first time, the
bit error rate (BER) performance of the classical SM scheme is
experimentally validated. The practical implementation of SSK and
GSM schemes are respectively studied in [7] and [8]. The hard-
ware considerations and transmitter designs of different SM-based
transmission schemes are proposed in [9].

Quadrature spatial modulation (QSM) is the one of the recently
introduced promising MIMO transmission schemes [10]. While,
the data symbol is directly transmitted through its related active
antenna in SM, a complex M-QAM symbol is separated into its
real and imaginary parts in QSM, and these parts are transmitted
through their corresponding active antennas, whose indices are
independently determined by incoming data bits. Since the real
and imaginary parts of a complex M-QAM symbol are conveyed
by two orthogonal carriers, ICI is also avoided in the QSM scheme.
The QSM technique preserves the inherent advantages of the SM
scheme while providing a considerable improvement in the spec-
tral efficiency. Although QSM is a recent MIMO technique, it has
attracted substantial attentions in the past two years. Performance
of the QSM scheme is analyzed for Nakagami-m [11], Rician [12]
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Fig. 1. Block diagram of TC-QSM.

and Weibull [13] fading channels. The error performance of QSM
is investigated in the presence of imperfect channel knowledge
for Rayleigh [14] and «-u, k-p and n-p fading channels [15]. In
order to reduce the receiver complexity of the QSM based trans-
mission schemes, compressive sensing (CS) [16,17], sphere decod-
ing [18], minimum mean square error (MMSE) [19], equivalent
maximum likelihood (ML) [20] and zero forcing (ZF) precoding [21]
based low-complexity detectors are designed. In [22,23], the QSM
scheme is adopted in traditional cooperative relaying systems and
in [24-26], QSM-based cognitive radio (CR) systems are designed
to use the spectrum in a more efficient way. In [27], classical QSM
scheme is combined with space-time codes to achieve transmit
diversity and spatial multiplexing gains at the same time. Fur-
thermore, in [28] and [29], millimeter-wave (mmWave) commu-
nications technique, which is a promising transmission technology
for next-generation communication systems, is combined with
the classical QSM scheme and capacity analysis of the QSM-based
mmWave scheme is presented.

Error performance of SM-based systems has been enhanced by
a variety of techniques. In [30], the well-known space-time block
coding (STBC) principle, the Alamouti’s STBC, is combined with
the classical SM transmission scheme to simultaneously achieve
transmit diversity and spatial multiplexing gains. In [31], polar
codes, recently invented by Arikan [32], are integrated to classi-
cal SM scheme, and the capacity and the performance results of
the system are given. In [33,34], trellis coded modulation (TCM)
techniques that are commonly used to improve the error per-
formance without any increase in bandwidth [35], are developed
for the SM-MIMO transmission schemes by combining TCM with
classical SM in order to simultaneously achieve both coding and
multiplexing gains. In [36], the trellis coded SM (TCSM) scheme
given in [33] is transformed into a turbo-coded modulation form
to further improve the performance of the TCSM scheme. In the
SM with trellis coding (SM-TC) scheme [34], after the incoming
bits are encoded by a trellis encoder, the coded bits are mapped
in accordance with a classical SM mapper, i.e. each branch of the
trellis carries a modulated symbol and the index of its correspond-
ing active antenna. At the receiver side of SM-TC, a soft-decision
Viterbi decoder is used to process the soft information provided
by a SM decoder. The optimum SM-TC schemes are designed for
different number of trellis states and spectral efficiency values.
In [37], super orthogonal trellis codes (SOTCs) are designed for the
classical SM scheme, and finally, the TCM approach is applied to
the SSK transmission scheme in [38]. However, the design of trellis
coded QSM schemes remains an open and challenging research
problem.

In this paper, a novel MIMO transmission technique, which is
called trellis coded quadrature spatial modulation (TC-QSM), is pro-
posed by combining the aforementioned QSM and TCM schemes.
For each transmission interval of the TC-QSM scheme, incoming
data bits are encoded by a trellis encoder. The encoded output bits

enter a QSM mapper to generate the QSM transmission signals.
At the receiver side, a soft-decision Viterbi decoder is utilized
to process the soft information provided by an optimum QSM
decoder. For different spectral efficiency values, optimum TC-QSM
schemes are designed and their corresponding octal generator
matrices are given. In addition, theoretical performance analysis
of the TC-QSM scheme is performed for Nakagami-m, Rician and
Rayleigh fading channels and an upper bound on the average bit
error probability (ABEP) is obtained. The considerable bit error rate
(BER) improvement of TC-QSM over SM, QSM and SM-TC schemes
is demonstrated by computer simulations.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows. The TC-QSM
scheme is introduced in Section 2. In Section 3, performance analy-
sis and design criterion of TC-QSM are given. Computer simulation
results and our conclusions are presented in Sections 4 and 5,
respectively.

2. Trellis coded quadrature spatial modulation

The system model of the TC-QSM scheme operating over a
MIMO system configured with N; transmit and N, receive antennas
is illustrated in Fig. 1. The incoming information bit string u is
encoded by an R = k/n rate trellis encoder and this encoder
outputs a bit string of v, which is applied to a QSM modulator.
Then, at each transmission period, n coded bits specify the QSM
transmit signal, where n = logz(MNtz) and the overall spectral
efficiency is k bits/s/Hz. For the QSM modulator, the first log,(M)
bits of the incoming n bits determine a complex M-QAM symbol s,
which includes both real and imaginary components ass = Sg; +jSx
and these components are independently transmitted through the
active antennas, whose indices are determined by the remaining
2log,(N¢) bits. Therefore, the transmit signal generated by the QSM
modulator can be represented by x = (ly, Iy, q), where ly and Iy
indicate the active antenna indices corresponding to sy and jss,
respectively, Iy, Is € {1, 2, ..., N;} and q is an element of M-QAM
constellation forq € {0, 1, ..., M — 1}. Then, N; x 1 signal vector

(1)

is transmitted over an N, x Ny MIMO channel while experiencing
additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN). The channel matrix, which
is denoted by H, is assumed to remain unchanged throughout the
transmission of a frame, which includes successive transmission
periods. Then, the receiver with perfect channel state information
(P-CSI) uses a soft-decision Viterbi decoder that utilizes the soft in-
formation generated from the QSM decoder to obtain an optimum
estimate u for the incoming bit string u.

The main operation concept of the TC-QSM scheme can be
presented with an example for k = 2 bits/s/Hz and N; = 2.
For this TC-QSM scheme, at each transmission period, the trellis
encoder with R = 2/4 and an octal generator matrix of [ 299 ]

0210
generates the four-length coded bit string of v, which is processed

x=[0 sy 0 0 jsy 0]
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00/0000 / (1,1,0), 01/0100/(1,2,0), 10/1000/(2,1,0), 11/1100/(2,20) 0o

00/0010/(1,1,2), 0170110/ (1,22), 10/1010/(212), 11/1110/(222) 01

00/0001/ (1,1,1), 01/0101/ (1,2,1), 10/1001/(21,1), 11/1101/(221) 10

Lk bog

00/0011/(1,1,3), 01/0111/(123), 10/1011/(213), 11/1111/(223) 11

Fig. 2. Trellis diagram of R = 2/4 rate TC-QSM with N; = 2 and 4-QAM.

by the QSM encoder as discussed hereinafter. The first and the
second coded bits independently determine the active antenna
indices corresponding to the real and imaginary parts of a 4-QAM
symbol, which is determined by the remaining two bits of v. In
Fig. 2, the trellis diagram of this scheme is given, where the state
transition of 00/0000/(1, 1, 0) indicates the uncoded input bits u,
the coded output bits v and the QSM symbol of (I, I3, q), where
q € {0, 1, 2, 3}, respectively.

3. Performance analysis and design criterion of the TC-QSM
system

In this section, we first derive the conditional pairwise er-
ror probability (CPEP) of the TC-QSM scheme and then, use
CPEP to obtain the unconditional PEP (UPEP) by considering the
channel fading statistics. Assuming that the transmitted code-
word X =[x, x@ ... x™] is erroneously detected as X =
[XV, %3, .. V)], where ™, n € {1,2,..., N} is the transmit-
ted QSM vector at the nth transmission interval and N is defined
as the length of the corresponding pairwise error event over the
trellis. Denoting UPEP of the TC-QSM system and the number of

erroneous bits for this error event by P, ( X — X)ande X, X ,re-

spectively, the average BEP (ABEP) of the system is upper bounded
as

Pbgzix: ;{Zﬁjpr(x%@e(x,i() 2)

where c is the total number of different error paths of length N.
The vector of received signals for the TC-QSM scheme at the nth
transmission interval can be given as

y(n) = Hx™ + w

(3)
= S )

where w'™ is the N, x 1 dimensional AWGN samples vector whose
elements are independent and identically distributed (i.i.d.) Gaus-
sian random variables with CA/(0, Ny) distribution, and hm) and hgz)
are the column vectors of the channel matrix H corresponding to
active [’th and [{th transmit antennas transmitting s and js&",
respectively. In this paper, we assume that the channel matrix H is
modeled according to (i) Nakagami-m, (ii) Rician and (iii) Rayleigh
fading channels.

In case Nakagami-m fading channel is considered, the envelope
of each element of H is distributed according to [39]

zmmyZm—] —myz
ply) = T e (4)

and the elements of H are modeled as

m
b= | Iyl +j
i=1

where y; and z; are i.i.d. Gaussian random variables with zero mean
and 1/2m variances.

Rician fading channels consider a dominant line of sight (LoS)
component and can be modeled as

H=,/ K +.4/ LI (6)
VK +1 K+1

where H is an N, x N, matrix whose entries are i.i.d. complex
Gaussian random variables with zero mean and unit-variance, and
K is the Rician factor.
Rayleigh distribution is a special case of Nakagami-m distribu-
tion Zfor m = 1 and Rician distribution for K = 0 where m =
and each element of the Rayleigh fading channel matrix
follows i.i.d. complex Gaussian distribution with zero mean and
unit-variance.
Then, for the aforementioned N-length error event, the CPEP of
the system is given as

N
P (X~ XiH) = P, (Z [y — Hx™|?
n=1

N
H). 7)

)
> Iy -]
After simple manipulations, (7) can be rewritten in the form of

n=1
H> (8)
n=1
=P, (D >0 H) (9)

where w" = (w™)"(H (x" — X)) and D is a Gaussian random
variable which is called decision variable compared with a zero
threshold [40], and it is distributed as CA/(mp, o3) with mp =
=3[ H (x® — &™) ”2 and o2 = 2NoY_n_, [H (x™ — &) Hz
Finally, the CPEP can be expressed in terms of the Q-function

as
~ —Mp A
Pr<X—>X|H)=Q(UD>=Q</2No). (10)

m

> Ll (5)

i=1

v

P, (x - 5(|H)

N
=P (Z — |H ™ = &) |* 4 29 {&™] = 0
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Here, A can be given as the following, for §;, = (x —f((”))H

(x( — ).
N
A= Z [ (™ =) |

_ Tr<Z HY (x) — §)" (x — ) H)
= vec(H"(Iy, ® S)vec(H")

where S = Z;V:]Sn, Tr(-) represents the trace of a matrix, vec(-) is
the vectorization operator, ® denotes the Kronecker product, and
I, is N; x N; identity matrix.

Using Q(x) = % o e dé and substituting (11)

into this alternative expression, (10) yields

N 1 (7 vec(H Y Avec(H")
P, (X — X|H) = —fo exp(—go 250 do (12)

where ¢ = 1/Np and A = Iy, ®S. After that, the PEP of the system
is expressed considering the moment generating function (MGF)
approach as follows

R 1 /2 @
P(X—>X)=— Mal — do. (13)
( ) T /0 A( 4sin29>

To evaluate the MGF in (13), we use the MGF of the quadratic form
z/'Bz [41], which is given as
exp[sz'B(I — sC,B)'z]

M(s) = 14

(5) det (I — sC,B) (14
where B is a Hermitian matrix and z is a circularly symmetric
Gaussian vector with mean vector of z and the covariance matrix
C, = E {2z} — 7"z Lettingz = vec(H") and B = A, the PEP of
the TC-QSM scheme is evaluated as

exp(—

-1
-y _
R 1 e exp<—z ﬁA(INtM + ﬁCZA> z)
P, (X—>X> / do. (15)
0 det<lNrN, + 4sm2(9 (SN )

When Nakagami-m fading channel is considered, the mean vector

z and the covariance matrix C, are given respectively as [14]

(T3 +3) =

zZ= (%e’z> x vec( Iy )
rievs

B 2 (T +3))
o= (=a(Fr) ) <

where 1y, and Iy,y, are N;:N; x N;N; dimensional all-ones and
identity matrices, respectively. Then, the PEP of the system is
founded by substituting (16) into (15).

For the case of Rician fading channel, z and C, become

(16)

7=

x vec(1
K+1 ( NtNr) (17)

= —— X IN[Nr-

1+K

Therefore, the PEP of the TC-QSM system over Rician fading chan-
nel can be calculated from

Z

-1
_FH_¢__ e z
~ 1 /2 eXp( z 4sin23A<lN[Nr + AK+Dsin®0 A) z>
Pr(xﬁx):7/ 0. (18)
o [
det(INtNr + Zrene

The exact result of the integral in (15) can be easily evaluated by
using computer software. Nevertheless, to derive a closed form

expression, we obtain an upper bound by letting 6 = n (15)
yielding
-1
) ] exp(—i"'%A<thNr + %CZA> i)
P, (X—>x>§5 . (19)
det<thNr + %CZA>

Therefore, the PEP of the system over Rician fading channels can
be upper bounded as

1
exp(—i"’%A(thNr + ﬁA) i)
. (20)

1
2 det( Inn + 772 A
NeNe ™ 3k +1)

When Rayleigh fading channel, which is the special case of
Nakagami-m and Rician fading channels, respectively, for m = 1
and K = 0, is assumed, the PEP upper bound of the system can be
simply given as

—Nr
P, (x = x) < ;[da(lM + Zs)] (21)

where Iy, is N; x N; identity matrix.
3.1. Design criterion of the TC-QSM system

The UPEP derivation of (19) clearly shows that the error per-
formance of the TC-QSM system directly depends on the char-
acteristics of the S matrix. Using rank additivity [42], we have
rank(S) < Z’::] rank(S,) for Z’,;’:] rank(S,) > N, since rank(S,) >
1 depending on the number of transmit antennas N; and the fading
coefficients of h " and h(") S, is formed by considering channel

coefficients of h(”) h{” h,';) and h(”) for the corresponding selected
antenna indices of IE“ and l3 and detected antenna indices of
l;’;) and i(:f), where the entries of S, can be formed by considering

summation of S, = Y"¢ S}, for the following cases:

i (M (n)
— if 1;\\1 = l;
2 i ()
S;(P, q) = sh +JS~ ifp=q= I\R
0 otherwise
or L # 1
o' g = [ 22)
2
(n) )
Sip.q)= 1[5 ifp=q=1L
]S(Nn)sg’:) ifp = lf{;), q= l(:?)
B0 ity = g 17
qn) __ 5
—ifly = ["
050 i im
S2(p.q) = { % I ifp=q=1
0 otherwise
or ‘)\ 75 ln
2
z(vtcl) ifp=q= jfh) (23)
2
an) )
Sﬁ(p,q)z Sy ifp=q=1
BEsWifp =10 g = l(\‘”)
]g(‘n §$)r\l) ifp = i(n) q= lm
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seq(n) __ q(n)
— ifly =1y
(n)4(n) (n)
3 = _25.‘)\‘ St p=q= lm
Su(p. @) = 0 otherwise
or Iy ALY (24)
3 _ —sf,?)§§,?) p= I.E)?)’ q= i:(r?)
n(pa q) - (n),\(n) N ") . (n)
=Sy Sy P=ly.q=1y
g 2R
¢4 _ _jg(r?)ss(v?) p= I.E)?)! q= ﬁ'f)
n(p! q) - .A(n) (n) _ A(n) . (n)
Bsysy p=Ia=1y (25)
or l;".') = 7(3”)
Sip,q)=0 forall p andgq
— if I =W
(n)a(n) (n)
5 _ ) -2sy'syT p=q=1I5
Salp-a) = { 0 otherwise
or I # I (26)
p.q) = ’
' —sP80 p=10.q =1
— if lgq) # 13?)
' fgs()?)s(??) p= lf,?), q= lflf) (27)
or =T
So(p.q)=0 forall p and q.

In the following, we provide an example for the formation of S,,.

Example. For the case of Ny = 4 and N, = 1 with hf)’;) = hy,
WY = hy, B = hy and A = hs (ie, Y = 1, 1" = 4, = 2 and
lg” = 3), S, is obtained as

s P s s s s gsysy)

SE R
JS5 sy —JSy Sy IS571 =535y
S R

The degrees of freedom (DOF) for the TC-QSM system is the
number of rows or columns of S without all zero elements, which is
equivalent to the overall number of different channel realizations.
Therefore, the necessary condition for an N-length error event to
achieve Nth order diversity is DOF > N [34]. Considering this
design criterion, we provide a number of TC-QSM schemes for
k = 2, 3 and 4 bits/s/Hz, where the generator matrix of each
design (Gy,,) is given in Table 1. The R = 2/4 TC-QSM scheme with
a generator matrix of G4 is configured for N; = 2 and 4-QAM
ensuring DOF = 2 for N = 2 at 2 bits/s/Hz. The 2/6-rate TC-QSM
scheme with a generator matrix of G,/ uses N; = 4 and 4-QAM,
and guarantees DOF > 3 for N = 3 at 2 bits/s/Hz. Similarly, for
the TC-QSM schemes with 3/6 and 4/8 rates, generator matrices
of G35 and Gy/g are constructed, respectively, considering 4-QAM
constellation with N; = 4 and N; = 8, and both designs ensure
DOF > 3for N = 2.

4. Simulation results

In this section, the BER performance of the SM-TC and TC-QSM
schemes is analyzed over Nakagami-m and Rician fading channels

Table 1
Generator matrices of TC-QSM schemes with different coding rates.

k [bits/s[Hz] # of states Generator matrix
2 0 o0 1
2 4 Gu=|g 2 1 0]
6 2 1 3 1 0
2 16 Gr=|1 5 3 2 o 1]
n 1 2 2 2 0
3 8 Gp=[1 2 1 0 0 2
11 0 0 1 0 O
MM 1 3 1 0 0 0 1
1.0 0 01 0 0 O
4 16 Gx=10 1 1 1 0 1 0 0
0 3 1.0 1 2 1 0

for different m and K values, respectively. Then, theoretical ABEP
performance of the SM-TC and TC-QSM system is derived over
Nakagami-m, Rician and Rayleigh fading channels and an upper
bound is obtained, which is corroborated via Monte Carlo sim-
ulations for different MIMO configurations and number of trellis
states. The BER performance of TC-QSM schemes is provided for 2,
3 and 4 bits/s/Hz spectral efficiencies while considering the aver-
age signal to noise ratio (SNR) per each receive antenna. Moreover,
the BER performance of the TC-QSM scheme is compared with
SM-TC, SM and QSM schemes. For all cases, the simulations are
performed for N, = 2 and the channel fading coefficients are
assumed to remain unchanged for a frame duration, where a frame
is consisted of 20 successive transmissions.

To observe the effect of increasing Nakagami-m values on the
overall BER performance of SM-based schemes, the signal bit error
rate (BER1) and spatial bit error rate (BER2) of classical SM and
QSM schemes are given for m = 2 and m = 4, in Figs. 3(a)
and 3(b), respectively. It is clearly seen from these figures that for
both uncoded SM and QSM schemes, increasing m values improve
BER1 while degrade BER2, where SM uses N; = 4 with QPSK and
QSM uses N; = 2 with 4-QAM. We conclude that the poor BER2
performance causes degradation in the overall BER performance
of both uncoded SM and QSM schemes.

In Fig. 4, for 2 bits/s/Hz, the performance of the signal BER
(BER1) and spatial BER (BER2) curves of SM-TC and TC-QSM
schemes are depicted over Nakagami-m fading channels form = 2
and m = 4. For this case, BER1 and BER2 respectively indicate
the error probability for the signal and spatial bits of the coded bit
sequence of v. In Figs. 4(a) and 4(b), BER1, BER2 and the overall
BER performance of the 2/4-rate SM-TC and 2/4-rate TC-QSM
schemes are given, respectively, where the 2 /4-rate SM-TC scheme
with 4 states uses N; = 4 and QPSK, and the 2/4-rate TC-QSM
scheme with 4 states uses Ny = 2 and 4-QAM. It is observed
that contrary to the uncoded SM and QSM schemes, the trellis
coded SM-based systems enhance the overall BER performance as
m increases. This phenomenon can be explained by the fact that
compared to uncoded SM and QSM schemes, the trellis coding
structure significantly enhances the performance of BER2 so that
the overall BER performance of SM-TC and TC-QSM improves and
almost corresponds to BER1. Moreover, in both figures, we observe
that the theoretical results of the SM-TC and TC-QSM schemes are
consistent with the Monte Carlo simulations which validate the
accuracy of the derived formulas.

In Figs. 5(a) and 5(b), for 2 bits/s/Hz, the effects of signal and
spatial bit errors on the overall error performance of the SM-TC
and the TC-QSM schemes over Rician fading channels for the Rician
factors of K = 2 and K = 7 are carried out. Similar to the
performance over Nakagami-m channels, both SM-TC and TC-QSM
schemes achieve an improvement in the overall BER performance
with increasing K values, where in Fig. 5(a), 2/4-rate SM-TC with
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Fig. 3. Performance of signal BER (BER1) and spatial BER (BER2) of the uncoded (a) SM and (b) QSM systems over Nakagami-m channels for m = 2 and m = 4.
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4 states uses Ny = 4 and QPSK while in Fig. 5(b), 2/6-rate TC-
QSM with 16 states uses N; = 4 and 4-QAM. The theoretical
results supporting the Monte Carlo simulation results of the SM-
TC and the TC-QSM schemes over Rician fading channels are also

illustrated. In Figs. 4(a) and 5(a), the simulation results of the SM-
TC scheme over Nakagami-m and Rician fading channels move
away from the ABEP curves after a particular signal to noise (SNR)
value, where similar behaviors were encountered in SM-TC [34]
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Fig. 6. Performance comparison of the 8-state TC-QSM and SM-TC schemes at 3
bits/s/Hz over Rayleigh fading channels.

and trellis coded SSK [38] over Rayleigh fading channels. It is worth
noting that this mismatch is caused by the nature of the considered
union bound for trellis coded schemes.

In Fig. 6, for 3 bits/s/Hz spectral efficiency, the error per-
formance of TC-QSM is compared with the SM-TC scheme over
Rayleigh fading channels (m = 1 or K = 0). For the 8 states
SM-TC scheme, N, = 8 with 8-PSK is used. However, TC-QSM
scheme achieves 3 bits/s/Hz using N; = 4 with 4-QAM. Depicted
results reveal that SM-TC exhibits 1 dB SNR gain compared to TC-
QSM scheme. The improved BER performance of the SM-TC scheme
over the TC-QSM can be explained by the fact that for 8 states and
3 bits/s/Hz spectral efficiency, the number of transmit antennas
used by TC-QSM is half that of the SM-TC scheme. Therefore, the
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Fig. 7. Performance comparison of 16-state SM-TC and TC-QSM schemes at 4
bits/s/Hz over correlated (r = 0.7) and uncorrelated (r = 0) Rayleigh fading
channels.

SM-TC scheme with larger MIMO antenna configuration provides a
better error performance than the TC-QSM scheme, which exhibits
an interesting trade-off between the BER performance and the
implementation cost.

In Fig. 7, the BER performance of the TC-QSM and the SM-TC
schemes are given for 4 bits/s/Hz over Rayleigh fading channels
in the presence of correlated and uncorrelated fading conditions.
The 4/8-rate TC-QSM scheme with 16 states uses N; = 8 and 4-
QAM, while the 4/6 SM-TC with 16 states uses Ny = 8 with 8-
PSK. For this case, both TC-QSM and SM-TC achieve 4 bits/s/Hz
spectral efficiency with identical number of transmit antennas,
where N; = 8. In this figure, the effect of spatial correlation (SC)
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is analyzed by modeling correlated channel matrix Hsc using the
Kronecker model [43] as

Hsc = R'/?HR,”? (29)

where R, € CV*M and R, e CN*M are the receiver and
transmitter correlation matrices, respectively. For the correlation
coefficient of r, R, and R; are given as

1 r P A
r 1 L
2 o N3
R = r r 1 r ,
_rNrfl PNe=2 N3 1
B 1 r rz P er71
r 1 r rNe—2
2 Ne—3
R, = r r 1 . . (30)
_rNt—l rNt—z rN[—3 L 1

The simulation results indicate that for uncorrelated fading condi-
tions, r = 0, TC-QSM scheme exhibits a 1 dB SNR gain over SM-TC
at a target BER value of 1078, while for r = 0.7, the SNR gain of
TC-QSM over SM-TC reaches 3 dB at the BER value of 1076. It can
be also clearly observed from Fig. 7 that despite high correlation,
TC-QSM and SM-TC schemes still provide significantly better BER
performance over uncoded QSM and SM schemes.

5. Conclusion

In this paper, a novel coded MIMO transmission scheme com-
bining TCM and QSM, is proposed to benefit from the advantages
of both techniques. The proposed TC-QSM scheme has been the-
oretically analyzed over Nakagami-m, Rician and Rayleigh fading
channels and an expression for the UPEP of the TC-QSM has been
derived. Then, theoretical upper bounds for the ABEP performance
are obtained. Furthermore, the effects of the signal and spatial
errors of the SM, QSM [14], SM-TC [34] and TC-QSM schemes have
been investigated. Reported results have revealed that contrary to
uncoded SM and QSM schemes, trellis coded versions of the SM-
TC and the TC-QSM improve the overall BER performance with
increasing m and K values by improving the performance of spatial
bits compared to uncoded SM and QSM schemes. Moreover, the er-
ror performance of TC-QSM has been compared with the reference
SM-TC structure for different spectral efficiency values and it has
been shown that when the same number of transmit antennas is
considered, the TC-QSM scheme outperforms the reference SM-TC
scheme.
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